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Preface

This chart lists the common instruments used in the Chinese orchestra, including all standard instruments and

some common aukxiliary instruments.

The musical genres in the Chinese speaking region are diverse and the names for the instruments are often
varied. We decided on the most representative Chinese name for each type of instrument and listed other names which
have the exact same meaning under the “remarks” column — when encountering these homonyms, a librarian should
input the name in the two leftmost columns instead. Variations of each type of instruments are listed as “includes...” -
when encountering these names, a librarian should input the name in the two leftmost columns with additional details in

brackets if necessary.

Some scores lack a precise specification of the type of instrument. For example, “Di” (flute) is stated rather than
“Bangdi”, “Qudi” etc. This could also happen if the composer requires the Di player to switch between different types of
Di in the same piece. In such cases, one can only input what is stated on the score. We have made provisions for the

most common ambiguously used names and remarked them as such.

We decided that the English names of each instrument will simply be a Pinyin transcription. While Chinese
terms such as “Gaoyin”, “Diyin”, “Da”, “Xiao” can be translated as “soprano”, “bass”, “big”, “small” respectively, someone
unfamiliar with Chinese instruments may not interpret these English terms in the same way that they are used in
Chinese. For example, the Diyin Guan’s lowest pitch is A2, not even as low as the tenor saxophone. Translating it as

“bass Guan” may thus evoke a false impression. Furthermore, mixing English and Pinyin may cause confusion.

Dots and dashes are avoided to reduce unnecessary effort in data input.



The abbreviations follow the rules below:

1. Use the first letter of each Pinyin character

2. If the last Pinyin syllable (usually this is the syllable that defines the category of instrument) begins with “Zh”,
“Ch” or “Sh”, these are used. E.g. Gaoyin Sheng > GYSh

3. If there are conflicting abbreviations, one of the syllables will be spelt out completely. As to which instrument

receives the longer abbreviation, the deciding factor could be any of the following:

a.

C.

The odd one out: E.g. Xiaodi > XD, while Xindi = XinD, because “X” stands for “Xiao” in numerous

names while the character “Xin” occurs only in “Xindi”

The shorter name that results from a full spelling: E.g. “Guan” is longer than “Gu”, thus “Gu” is spelt out

while “Guan” is abbreviated as “G”

The less common instrument: E.g. Yanggin = YQ while Yueqin = YueQ

4. If the abbreviation would otherwise only be a single letter, the instrument’s name is spelt out in full. E.g. “Di”

If the instrument is uncommon and its full Pinyin name is 5 letters or less, it is spelt out in full. E.g. “Bawu”

6. The first letter of each Pinyin character is represented in capital, the rest in small letters.

If an instrument has non-Chinese origins, its English name and abbreviation should be used even if it is named

in Chinese on the score. We have provided a list to aid non-musically trained librarian in differentiating Chinese

percussion instrument names from Chinese translations of non-Chinese percussion instrument names.

With regards to the instruments’ English descriptions, we have partially used terminology from the Hornbostel-

Sachs system. To avoid excessively long descriptions, we focused only on the key features of each instrument.

1. IRE K88 Wind Instruments

1.1. 4 Di family
Chinese English Abbr. | Description Remarks
H Di Di Transverse flute Any type of Di (details unavailable) {FfI & ( FRZHT )
Same meaning as Dizi # ¥, Zhudi 1
NEH Xiaodi XD Piccolo membraned Mostly referring to the keys of small Bb and above
transverse flute LI/ B AL EME
wE Bangdi BD High-range Mostly referring to the keys of small F-A
membraned SN F-ARNE
transverse flute Same meaning as Duanmodi B[, Changmodi &%
e Qudi QD Mid-range Mostly referring to the keys of big Bb-E
membraned %8 K Bv-E ANE
transverse flute Same meaning as Changmodi K&, Zhongyindi & &
bNc Dadi DD Low-range Mostly referring to the keys of big A and below.
membraned ZERXABUTHE
transverse flute Includes Beidadi £& X, Diyindi {£&#, Hengxiao %,
Wanguandi Z&
e Xindi XinD | Low-range non- Includes Wumodi RS
membraned (Historically meant a 11-holed chromatic flute J&$§ 11 %L
transverse flute X EH)




1.2. Z£ Sheng family

Chinese English Abbr. Description Remarks
x Sheng Sh Mouth organ Any type of Sheng (details unavailable)
EAE (RZHET )
E5E Chuantong CTSh Traditional diatonic mouth Any type of Sheng that cannot play all
Sheng organ chromatic notes in its range
EAFEEETHEMBEXEINE
SEE Gaoyin Sheng | GYSh Chromatic soprano mouth
organ
FEE Zhongyin ZYSh Chromatic alto mouth organ
Sheng
RPEE Cizhongyin CZYSh | Chromatic tenor mouth organ
Sheng
BEZE Diyin Sheng DYSh Chromatic bass mouth organ | Includes Beidiyin Sheng f&{E& &
1.3. B{W Suona family
Chinese English Abbr. Description Remarks
5 Ak Suona SN Shawm Any type of Suona (details unavailable)
AW (BRZAT )
st Chuantong CTSN Traditional shawm Any Suona based on the diatonic scale
Suona AL E R E ALY i
BEH Haidi HD Traditional sopranino shawm
= Gaoyin Suona | GYSN Soprano shawm May mean either traditional or chromatic
instruments
0 I Zhongyin ZYSN Alto shawm May mean either traditional or chromatic
Suona instruments
RHBFBMW | Cizhongyin CZYSN | Chromatic tenor shawm
Suona
=gl Diyin-Suona DYSN Chromatic bass shawm




1.4. & Guan family

Chinese English Abbr. Description Remarks
& Guan Guan Double-reed pipe Any type of Guan (details unavailable)
EAE (RZAT )
Same meaning as Guanzi & F
ERE Chuantong CTG Traditional double-reed pipe Any Guan based on the diatonic scale
Guan EAAEFEEM N ERNE
Includes the Cantonese Houguan Mz &
5EE Gaoyin Guan GYG Soprano double-reed pipe
PEE Zhongyin Guan | ZYG Chromatic alto double-reed
pipe
REE Diyin Guan DYG Chromatic bass double-reed
pipe
BREE Beidiyin Guan | BDYG Chromatic contrabass double-
reed pipe
1.5. HERE K23 Other wind instruments
Chinese English Abbr. Description Remarks
w2y Koudi KD Very small non-membraned
transverse flute
& Xiao Xiao Non-membraned vertical flute | Includes Wenxiao X 3§, Wuxiao B3,
Qinxiao Z#, Nanxiao B #, Chibaxiao
RIE
B Paixiao PXiao Panpipes
b7} Xun Xun Vessel flute
BL Bawu Bawu Transverse free-reed pipe
HE Hulusi HLS Vertical free-reed pipe




2. &8 Plucked-String Instruments

2.1. JRBAB# 1% 'R 8§ Orchestral plucked-string instruments

Chinese English Abbr. Description Remarks
= Yangqin YQ Hammered dulcimer
LSS Liugin LQ Pear-shaped mandolin
BE Pipa PP Pear-shaped bowl lute
SR Gaoyin Ruan | GYR High-range box lute Refers to a Ruan tuned identically to a Liugin
ESHIZERE R E XA
AN Xiaoruan XR High-range box lute Mainly in Hong Kong: refers to a Ruan tuned
identically to a Liugin
Mainly outside of Hong Kong: refers to a
Ruan tuned a perfect fourth below the Liugin
TEEFAN  ESUZEREEZRN
FEEEBN  BRYERNEEZNR
2l Zhongruan ZR Mid-range box lute
PN Daruan DR Low-range box lute
=5 Sanxian SX Fretless long-necked Includes the Xiao-Sanxian =5 and Da-
membraned box lute Sanxian X=5%
3 Guzheng Zheng Zither with pitch bend | Same meaning as Guzheng 7%
capability
e Konghou KH Harp with pitch bend

capability

2.2. HE 3K K88 Other plucked-string instruments

Chinese English Abbr. Description Remarks

HE Gugin GQ 7-stringed zither Same meaning as Qin Z, Qixiangin
t%E

RAE Yueqin YueQ Short-necked box lute

5= Qingin QQ Long-necked box lute




3. T %< B8 Percussion Instruments

3.1. &3 Drum family

Chinese English Abbr. Description Remarks

BEs Paigu PGu Pitched barrel drum set

NET Xiaotanggu XTGu Small barrel drum Same meaning as Xiaogu ‘N&, Tonggu
B, Zhangu &

K& Dagu DGu Large drum Could mean either Datanggu or
Huapengu (details unavailable)
EAREFRTAE (RZHAT )

REH Datanggu DTGu Large barrel drum

CEH Huapengu HPGu Large goblet drum

BH Jiangu JGu Large barrel drum on a high | Includes Yinggu &%

stand

RS Bangu BGu High-pitched opera drum Same meaning as Jingju Bangu B4R
and Danpigu # &

F& Shougu SGu Xinjiang hand drum May be covered with python or goat skin;
may have jingles
REFRFER ; BREYL

mRE Biangu BianGu Pancake drum

RS Bulanggu BLGu Rattle drum Same meaning as Bolanggu ¥R &

3.2. %3 Gong Family

Diyinluo {&&4%: Same meaning as “Tam-tam”. As it already has a well-known English name, the Pinyin abbreviation will
not be used. HFREFLELE ZEANKXEN , KTABHEHE.

Chinese English Abbr. Description Remarks

N Xiaoluo XL Small opera gong held by the hand

45 Zhongluo ZL Medium opera gong hung with a string Includes Maluo &%
R& Daluo DL Large opera gong hung with a string Includes Gouluo A%
=5 Yunluo YL Pitched gong set

+THES Shimianluo SML Unpitched gong set

X5 Fengluo FL Thin flat gong

TP Zidiluo ZDL Taiwanese Beiguan gong

25 Zhangluo ZL Hand-held gong

=% Mangluo ML Knobbed gong




3.3. XI 488 Cymbal family

Strictly speaking, there are three categories of cymbals: ™ #&i# ¥ , XN RitEEE 2 =3 -

- Nao £&: Cymbals with conical bells, bell serves as a handle /NBEETR , FHIRSENBIES

- Cha #: Cymbals with round bells, held with a strap attached to bell /NEETR , FiMALKHEE

- Bo #K: Cymbals with bowl-shaped bells, held with a strap attached to bell XBiE TR , FMARESE

In colloquial usage, these three terms are often not precisely differentiated. Q&R AR ZE&XERBEX 2 =%,

Diaobo BR4&: Same meaning as “suspended cymbals”

Chinese English Abbr. Description Remarks

MR Xiaocha XCh Small cymbals with round bells

iR Zhongcha ZCh Medium cymbals with round bells

Rz Dacha DCh Large cymbals with round bells

MR Xiaonao XN Small cymbals with conical bells

iR Zhongnao ZN Medium cymbals with conical bells

R Danao DN Large cymbals with conical bells

MR Xiaobo XB Small cymbals with bowl-shaped bells Includes Naobo £&4K
R Zhongbo ZB Medium cymbals with bowl-shaped bells

REK Dabo DB Large cymbals with bowl-shaped bells Includes Chuanbo JI|4R

3.4. /R3& Wooden percussion instruments

Chinese English Abbr. Description Remarks

R Ban Ban Wooden plaque clappers

iR Zhuban ZBan Bamboo plaque clappers

K& Muyu MY Woodblock

BF Bangzi Bz Claves used in northern Same meaning as Bangzimu ¥ K
Chinese operas

LiEa Nanbangzi NBZ Solid wood block with slit Same meaning as Fangbangzi ¥

3.5. HE&T#H 585 Other percussion instruments

Chinese English Abbr. Description Remarks

= Qing Qing Temple gong Same meaning as Qing &, Tongqing A%
aE Shiging SQing Pitched stone chime

Wb &4 Pengling PL Small concussive bells Same meaning as Xing £

wEh Bianzhong Bzh Pitched chime bell set




3.6. J\E =258 X EF Chinese translations of non-Chinese percussion instruments

The purpose of this list is for librarians to identify percussion instruments that are named in the score in Chinese but are
actually non-Chinese instruments. In this case, the original English name and abbreviation should be used.

BENZXRUEBEERAPFREFBLEAPRCHTERFEXRAE RS, EXHELT , MAARXBREX

®E,

English Chinese translations
Bass drum REFH

Bell tree =g

Bongos HRH

Clapper Eib

Claves PG

Congas BEE

Crash cymbals FR, EFEER
Drum set RBrHE. BIH
Glockenspiel WAE, ME
Maraca )

Marimba e

Shaker Wt

Sleigh bell ‘e, B8
Snare drum PNEH
Suspended cymbal mik
Suspended cymbals R, B
Tam-tam KESH. KRS
Timpani =y

Tom-Tom BEH
Triangle =A%

Tubular bells / Chimes B
Vibraphone HEIRE
Vibraphone with motor on OEE, BREEE
Vibraslap HEEE

Wind chimes RE
Xylophone KE




4. 555 8% Bowed-String Instruments

4.1. 'BA 5 5% 588 Orchestral bowed-string instruments

10

Chinese English Abbr. Description Remarks
= Gaohu GH High-range membraned spike Same meaning as Yuehu E#§;
tube lute Includes Huanbao (Eco) MR &=
—H Erhu EH Membraned spike tube lute Same meaning as Nanhu Fgif;
Includes Huanbao (Eco) Erhu
TR
FRA Zhonghu ZH Mid-ranged membraned spike Includes Huanbao (Eco) Zhonghu
tube lute IMRAPEA
B Gehu GeH Cello with membrane vibrating Includes Huanbao (Eco) Gehu
surface IMRE
REEH Diyin Gehu DYGeH Contrabass with membrane Same meaning as Beigehu £ #f

vibrating surface

Includes Huanbao (Eco) Diyin Gehu

HMREEFEH

Note: The Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra spearheaded the development of a series of bowed-string instruments

replacing the python skin membrane with a synthetic membrane. These instruments bear the prefix “Huanbao” (meaning

environmentally-friendly) or “Eco” (the official English prefix).

4.2. & 55% 588 Other bowed-string instruments

long fingerboard

Chinese English Abbr. Description Remarks

=i Jinghu JH High-range Beijing opera
membraned spike tube lute

g Gy Jingerhu JEH Mid-range Beijing opera
membraned spike tube lute

A Banhu BH Spike tube lute with wooden
soundboard

P &A Yehu YH Spike bowl lute carved from
coconut with wooden
soundboard

BAHH Zhuihu ZhuiH Membraned spike tube lute with
fingerboard

= Leigin LeiQ Membraned spike tube lute with




