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An organ mass by Nicolas de Grigny in the hand of J. S. Bach (D-F Mus.Hs 1538)
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What is RISM?

RISM is an international, non-profit organization with
the goal of comprehensively documenting extant musical
sources worldwide. It is the largest and only globally-
operating organization with this purpose. RISM is the
central resource for the documentation of music primary
sources.

These musical sources are manuscripts or printed music,
writings on music theory, and libretti. They are housed in
libraries, archives, monasteries, schools, and private collections.
Around the world independent RISM working groups catalog
the musical sources preserved in their respective countries in
a unified format. The results are then forwarded to the RISM
Zentralredaktion in Frankfurt am Main, Germany, which
ensures that the data are published in the RISM online
catalog. This catalog is available to everyone free of charge.

RISM records what exists and where it can be found.

The organization, which has been international from

the beginning, was founded in Paris as the Répertoire
International des Sources Musicales (RISM) in 1952. In the
German-speaking world it is known as the Internationales
Quellenlexikon der Musik and to English speakers it is the
International Inventory of Musical Sources. In 1960, the
central offices were moved to Kassel, Germany. They have
been in Frankfurt since 1987.
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Anonymous violin part, later identified using RISM as the Concerto in D by
Antonio Vivaldi, RV206
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ZB(Antonio Vivaldi, 1678-1741)D K/ MNEEER Z=#l(Violin Concerto in
D major, RV 206)

D-DI Mus.21727-O-1, RISM ID no. 212001661




Who uses RISM?

B Musicologists who are looking for source material in
their field of research and use RISM'’s data as a founda-
tion for thematic catalogs, music editions, or special
databases.

B Musicians who discover a breadth of lesser-known works
in order to give concerts that go beyond the usual
repertory.

B Librarians who teach music bibliography or want to
know if additional copies of a certain source exist at
other institutions.

B Students who need to consult primary sources for an
assignment or term paper.

B Music antiquarians who find out through RISM how
many music prints that they are offering are extant.
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Libretto to the opera Norma by Vincenzo Bellini and Felice Romani
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How does RISM work?

The RISM online catalog documents musical sources from
over 40 countries. National RISM working groups exist
worldwide to describe the sources preserved in their
countries.

In total, about 100 people participate in this global project.

They transmit the results to the RISM Zentralredaktion in
Frankfurt am Main, which then edits and publishes the
entries.

You can find out which countries and cities have RISM
working groups at www.rism.info.
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What does RISM offer?

Publications

B Online catalog with ca. 1 million records of musical sources
from around the world, available free of charge for research.

B Forty-nine printed volumes on various topics:
Collected prints, sources about music theory, polyphonic
music manuscripts of the 11th to 16th centuries,
repertory from Greek, Persian, Spanish, and Hebrew
sources, manuscript lute and guitar tablatures, and
processional manuscripts.

Services for project participants
B A special program for cataloging musical sources is
available free of charge.

B Training and support from the RISM Zentralredaktion.

B Data transfers for use as metadata in digital projects or
for local catalogs.

W Delivery of printable (camera-ready) copies with
automatically-generated indexes for production of print
catalogs.

Services for users

B Guidance for all questions related to musical sources.

B Cooperation with projects such as producing catalogs of
works or sources.

B The data are freely available as linked open data and
can be used in other projects.
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Excerpt from the extensive database published on the RISM website
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Who finances RISM? /
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RISM is primarily funded by the Union of the German
Academies of Sciences and Humanities /
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RISM has received financial support in part from /
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B Stadt Frankfurt am Main
ERE A RIET

B Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, Bonn
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B The Ford Foundation, New York
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B Institut de Recherche et d'Histoire des Textes (CNRS),
Strasbourg
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B Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, Jerusalem
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B Otto-Wolff-Stiftung, KéIn
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B National Endowment for the Humanities,
Washington, DC
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B Stiftung far wissenschaftliche Forschung, Zurich
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B VolkswagenStiftung, Hannover

BEERE  ARSE/ARNEST

B CIPSH / UNESCO, Paris
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Who is behind RISM ? /
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FJ& Director, RISM Zentralredaktion
Klaus Keil

E1T1#18 Responsible body
Internationales Quellenlexikon der Musik e. V.

FTEHERE Sponsoring organizations
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International Association of Music Libraries (IAML)

EilEEpeat
The International Musicological Society (IMS)

EZEE Commission Mixte

Dr. Harald Heckmann, {ZE] (448 &)

Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Christoph Wolff, ZEE/{EE] (&2 FE)
Dr. Wolf-Dieter Seiffert, {ZE (£ F)

Prof. Dr. Andrea Lindmayr-Brand|, Bi¥] (RI3F)
Dr. Laurent Pugin, B+ (fiZE)

Prof. Dr. Klaus Pietschmann, {&E] (B17%£)

Prof. Dr. Ulrich Konrad, 1=

Prof. Dr. John H. Roberts, 3

Richard Chesser, [

Prof. Dr. Sergio Durante, 35 A%

Massimo Gentili-Tedeschi, ZFAF

Dr. John B. Howard, E#RE

Catherine Massip, ;:E]

Dr. habil. Christian Meyer, ;£

Dr. Kurt Dorfmiiller, £ (ZXE&5)

Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Rehm, Bl (48 & 5)
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Original score of the overture In Memoriam by HUANG Tzu, composed in 1929
FH (HUANG Tzu, 1904-1938)10E5Z48 Ml (185) T - AIFFI 19294

,Die Musik-Bibliographie ist die Grundlage
alles historischen Wissens.” Robert Eitner

HE (R SRR H ) - /TS 0 SR AeEe$1900




